. Uneven distribution ofanionic sites is also observed on the abluminal side of fenestrated endothelial cells (16).
Besides being found on the endothelial cells (ECs), anionic sites are also detected in the basement membrane (basal lamina) of the vessel wall, giving a basis for assumption that this structure constitutes a negatively charged screen (or charge barrier) restricting the movement of various molecules (5, 9, 15, 16, 23 followed by immersion fixation up to 2 hr. After fixation, tissue samples were cut into small blocks (1-2 mm), immersed for 4 hr in ice-cold 0.1 M NH Cl to block free aldehyde groups, and divided into three groups.
One group was embedded in a hydrophilic resin Lowicryl K4M, as described previously (24, 25 Tissue samples were cut into ultra-thin sections whith were picked up on 75-or 100-mesh formvar-carbon-coated nickel grids.
Incubation
with the PLG solution was always performed at room temperature (20"C)in a moist chamber for60 rain. Initially, all grids were placed on a drop ofPBS or 0.05 M Tris-HCI buffer-saline (TBS), pH 7, for 5 mm.
We applied several protocols of staining: embedding medium is not suitable for demonstration of anionic sites with PLG, and it will not be further discussed. The effect of neuraminidase digestion ( Figure  8 ) and comparison of the distribution of anionic sites (Figures  1, 2, and 5 ) and LFA-binding sites ( Figure  9 ) strongly support the suggestion 
